
A Life of Blessing…Saved by Grace 
Ephesians 2:8 

 
 
As I travel to different places I wear different clothing to let them know where I belong is different. 
      Visit Madison –conservative t-shirt    Visit another state – Packers    pastoral visits in Seattle  
 At times when I visit different countries -shorts 
 
What makes us different? Not what makes us better than others – Midwesterners  
We begin with the question: What makes Christianity different?   
      At first glance we may look just like another religion. 

In fact any people think all religions are all the same,  
but I would argue and affirm that Christianity is far different from the others. 

  
What makes Christianity different?  Ultimately it is Jesus 
Let me give you an example: Is there a difference between Jesus and Muhammad? 

Each had a significant impact on the way many people choose to live their lives today.  
Let me give 3 fundamental differences. 
 

     First, Jesus was sinless while Mohammad was sinful. Surprise, Jesus is God, M is not. 
II Cor. 5:21  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin,  

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.       
Surah 40:55 (to Muhammad). Lo… ask forgiveness of thy sin 
 

     Second is The historical fact that Jesus’ tomb was found empty, 
       while Muhammad is still in his grave. 

 
     Third, and the focus of today is: 

Jesus was about grace and love whereas Muhammad’s teaching is not.   
The reason behind why many of the world’s refugees are Muslims attempting to flee 
Islamic governmental controls is because Islam does not have grace.  

This is the same with all religions outside of Christianity. 
 
That is what makes Christianity different, but what makes us different. 

What makes us different is that we have been saved by grace. 
 
Let us turn to one of the clearest statements about salvation in the bible.   Ephesians 2:8-9 

This is one of the best known passages of the bible,  
like John 3:16 this ways the same thing theologically. 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves,  
it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 

 
So what is so amazing about grace? 
 
The human plight is great.  At times it is important to see how bad it is to see how good it is. 
We must take seriously the plight and picture of humanity for we often do not believe ourselves 
as bad as 1-3 states.  Without God in the picture- death.  Even religious people can be dead 
Matt 23:27-28 whitewashed tombs rotting with dead bones.  Universal sinfulness. 
This grace is necessary on the part of God, and needed because of the sins of man. 
God is just, but he is more than just, He is mercy and grace. 

Justice penalizes, mercy pities, grace pardons. 



 
During the time period that this letter pagans tried to remove their guilt in a variety of ways:  

hurting themselves, abstaining from types of food or sexual pleasure, giving money to 
the right magician or sacrificing to an animal.   

    They would go to great lengths to do the right spells, say the right names in a prayer so it  
works out, do the right rituals in order to get the right god on their side.  

         Indulgences and the thought that people could gain their access to God by what they did. 
People begin to think, “This is what you must do if you want God to like you” 

Then grace becomes conditional.  “Keep all the rules and God will grant you has favor.”  
Some religions call them laws or pillars systems of rules to appease their god.  
These are things that people do in hopes of getting into heaven. 
 

Other religions teach that one must work and earn their way to their god.     
Christianity is the only religion that teaches that God came to us. 

2 Tim 1:9  He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we 
have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the beginning of time 

 
Can you earn the love and grace of God? 

You can never gain the favor and love of God by your works.  
 Rom 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.”   

We don’t have to work or appease God to receive His love. He already.  
God did wait for us to get things right before He sent His Son to die.  
Jesus died for us before we could do anything for Him.  

Salvation, the forgiveness of our sins cannot be earned by works of by any goodness in us. 
  That is why God sent his Son because He knew we could never get things right.  
 
That is why this verse is so popular  
The problem between us and God was settled in His grace and love  

towards us by sending Jesus to die on the Cross in our place. 
 
This is what makes us different, we have been covered in His grace. 
Salvation in its origin is grace. 
Grace is that which is freely given, an unearned gift, and entirely God’s initiative. 

This is God’s initiative and free gift. Forgiveness of sins 1:7-8 
Verses 1-3 is what we are by nature, verses 4-8 are what we are by grace. 
Grace in its Trinitarian way 

Come from the father  I Cor 1:3  Eph 1:3  Titus 2;11 
Given through the Son’s saving work Rom 5:15  I Cor 1:4  Titus 3:6-7 
Made experientially real through the Holy Spirit  Zech 12:10  Heb 10:29  
 

From the deepest woe, the wrath of God (everlasting judgement)  
   to the greatest blessing, the bestowment of grace everlasting life. 
 
Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
The only thing for us to do is receive the gift of God’s grace through faith. 
This gift is free but we see in romans 5:17 we must receive it.   
 

https://newspring.cc/articles/3-lies-we-believe-about-eternity


Romans 3:22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe 
Faith is the only means by which grace is received.   

Faith is the heart response to hearing the gospel message.  
The life and work of Jesus, confessing sin, recognition of God’s plan of salvation. 

Faith is commitment to a person.  This is not about faith about Christ, but faith in Christ. 
 
Faith a trustful response to the working of the Holy Spirit in your life right now. 
 
 
     
 
 
5:15, For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and 
the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 
17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more 
will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign 
in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 
Col. 1:5-6  the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about 
which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the 
same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has 
been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 
 


